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PEEF ACE. 



The publication of the present volume of the Transactions 
of the Ethnological Society has been retarded by a com- 
bination of circumstances which it was not possible to 
foresee or prevent, in the present instance, but which 
will be provided against in future. The Council, how- 
ever, trust that its contents will be found both varied 
and valuable ; and the rapid increase in the prosperity 
of the Society leads them to hope that in future years 
they will be able to give still greater importance to their 
publications. 

It may be proper to remark, that the condition of the 
Society has not hitherto enabled the Council to illustrate 
the papers in its Transactions with engravings, but that 
those which accompany Mr. Eobert Clarke's paper on the 
Colony of Sierra Leone, in the present volume, were 
engraved for it by means of a private subscription 
among some of the members of the Council. They are 
taken from a series of beautiful drawings of the natives 
of that colony by Mrs. Clarke ; and it is but right to say 
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that, although they are as accurate copies as could be 
made under the circumstances, and are, indeed, suffi- 
ciently accurate for ordinary purposes, they represent 
but feebly the excellence of the original drawings, which 
it is to be hoped will before long be published in entire, 
and with the utmost fidelity that modern inventions in 
reproducing art can give to them. It would be a publi- 
cation of the utmost interest to the ethnologist. 

Thos. Weight, Hon. Sec. 
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